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Table 1  Distribution of pathogenic bacteria in three parts of tracheal cannula [n(%)]
Above tracheal Below tracheal End position of
Species n
cannula cuff cannula cuff tracheal cannula
Gram negative bacilli 178 67(37.6) 50(28.1) 61(34.3)
Pseudomonas aeruginosa 69 26(37.7) 14(20.3) 29(42.0)
Proteus mirabilis 36 13(36. 1) 13(36. 1) 10(27. 8)
Serratia marcescens 27 9(33.3) 10(37.0) 8(29.6)
Klebsiella pneumoniae 21 13(61.9) 4(19.0) 4(19.0)
Escherichia coli 17 6(35.3) 9(52.9) 2(11.8)
Stenotrophomonas maltophilia 6 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 6(100.0)
Citrobacter kos 2 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 2(100.0)
Gram positive coccus 6 6(100.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0)
Viridans streptococcus 4 4(100.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0)
Staphylococcus hominis 2 2(100.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0)
Fungus 14 6(42.9) 3(21.4) 5(35.7)
Candida 7 3(42.9) 2(28.6) 2(28.6)
Fungal pseudomycelium 4 2(50.0) 0(0.0) 2(50.0)
Ovale blastomycete spores 3 1(33.3) 1(33.3) 1(33.3)
Gram positive bacillus 47 18(38.3) 14(29.8) 15(31.9)
Total 245 97(39.6) 67(27.4) 81(33.0)
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