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Characteristics and chemotherapy in elderly cancer patients

YONG Weiben
(Department of Internal Medicine, Beijing Cancer Hospital, Peking University, Beijing 100142, China)

Abstract  Cancer is an age related disease and the leading cause of death in elderly people aged 60-79 years. Because the ageing
process is highly individualized, elderly cancer patients require comprehensive geriatric assessment(CGA). Based on the CGA and
the characteristics of the specific cancer, chemotherapy in elderly cancer patients should be individualized. In this paper, we reviewed
the physiological and pharmacokinetic changes in elderly people, the influence of these changes on cancer chemotherapy, the CGA
and the main points of cancer chemotherapy in elderly patients. Given that the population is ageing, it is important to improve the
level of cancer chemotherapy in elderly cancer patients.
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