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Heme oxygenase system: a new target for treatment of hypertension
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Abstract This article describes the role of heme oxygenase system in the regulation of blood pressure. From the studies of spontaneously

hypertensive rats and the angiotensin dependent hypertension/renal vascular hypertension, we analyzed the mechanisms of blood pressure

regulation by heme oxygenase system. We believed that the heme oxygenase system could lower blood pressure by anti-oxidation,

anti-inflammatory, anti-apoptosis, improving endothelial function and relaxing the diastolic blood vessels, etc. In addition, we introduced the

relationship between adiponectin and heme oxygenase system, and its role in regulating blood pressure. We suggested that HO-1-adiponectin axis

may be a promising target for the control of hypertension.
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